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i Memorandum For: Mr.t I

Subject: - HULA-600
' ' Poasible Attacks against ARBENZ

1- It is believed that the most effective attacks that can be launched
against Arbenz are those directed at him personally. To utilize "black"
eminating from without the hemisphere would indicate:

8- & network of world-wide magnitude--thds is inconsistent with the
overt assetts of the CALLIGFRIS movement and would be highly suspect.

b- That a plot had been hatched by world-wide forces. This could
readily be revealed to Arbenz as a plot and indicate to him the serious
nature of the personal threast thus making him look to the Communiste as his
sole means of support.,

2- Parapraph four of the reference carries considerable merit in thaet it is
consistent with the experiences of the Latin American and Guatemalan populace,

T1t plays upon their first-hand knowledge of greed and corruption 1h high
places, knowledge which they know is consistent with the pending departure

i of politicel leaders from the dountry.

i _ dm;&he following is suggested in way of implementing para 4a

4s a starting point for a campaign to indicate Arbenz is preparing to flee
the country the recent open letter of exlled trade union leader Ruben '
Villatoro to Arbens Gh% be exploited. In the letter which was publicized in
the well-known Mexican newspaper Ultimas Noticias Villatoro asked Arbeng

" Don't you see, Colonel A-rbenz,‘ho‘w your very collaborators forebode
evil? Don'T you see how your principal functionaries take their
money out of ‘the country because they fear a strong popular mm
reaction? ’ B ' '

You yourself, Colonel Arbenz, why do you have your family in -
Switzerland? Is it not true that you are not sure of what will
happen?! :

It 1s suggested that all-attempte—be-made to-have- this letter sidely

§ circulated within Guatemals giving it the legitimate so rce and utilizing

; the Mexican article, In addition SYNCARP publicationsf?ggrint 1t extensively
elaborating and embellishing on the story ie: transfer of monies to =
Switzerland from whence the Arbenz family originated, transfer of prized
personal possessions etc, ' '

Rumor campaigns should be conducted, again utilizing the Mexican article
as source, not necessarily Villatoro. Additional sources for the information
of transfer of Arbenz effects to Switzerland could be the ICFTU from which
the Mexicans and Villatoro could of leaxpd of it, This last, the ICFTU source
s only for rumor purposes since that organization might deny anything of

§ this type 14 print, The use of ICFTU as source would tend to lend impartial
: authenticity to the rumor, e
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To implement 4b the following 1s suggested:

That the activégies of the Argentine labor attache in Guatemala be used
a8 a peg., It be pointed out that while those unions in contact with

ORIT-ICFTU have not been allowed to function openly ie: the UNTL, those

being supported by the Argentine Embassy and ATLAS , the Peronist labor
international,continue to function urmolested, ite the protests of the .
CGTG,*The queétion,sbeuld_be_aakediwhy?”Théféﬁggzgiéﬁﬁﬁia:gi?lt 1s obvioous 2/
beeause Arbenz needs the support of Peronxmxxatixtemorkexx and Argentina ‘

8s Arevalo did tefore him inorder to insure a safe haven for himself3PAnother

line to-be-taken could be that ARBENZ hopes to use the Peronist unions as

Argentina prior to his ascendancy to the presidency can lend authenticity
to this line,

The source of this information could be an ATLAS official disenchanted
with Peronist manuevers. The present disaffected state of many ATLAS
leaders, which is well known in labor circles, would lend credence to the
source, SYNCARP could carry this ball through their contact with UNTL

leaders in WSHOOFS.




Mexico, D.F,
April 5 1954

Mr, Presideat

of the Republic of Guatemsla °
' Colomel Jacobe A rbems

Guatemala City, Guatemala

L]

I come before you i this letter mot as an_exils asking for
.-clemency,as I don't need it, I come to ask you, in mame of my
country, mjustly _sacrificed, that you,as a Guatemslan and Presidemt
~of. the-Republie, put your emergy and inteldigemse to thy
\ ’ exclusive service of our couatry, You, Colonel Arbens, can have the
absolute essuramce that, for this patriotic task,you can count on
the aid of thousamds of Gustemalans who today lack with desp
Sorrow upom the dark future that threateas the country,

| I, Golomel Arbemz, am »ot a man of profousd ideas, and you,

h Who know me, kmow that very well, I am & democrat that does mot

| want to see his country subjected to am ironm diectatorship, My

position is 1like of %nny who surrousd you but are incapable

of presenting you with a Prank and homest observatiom so that you

o car see where this toleramce with which you allow the commumists

‘ to participate im our intermal affairs can lead oupr country, I,

i with many other guatemsalans, also democrats, cammot offer any

reason to justify this commmist interference im our efforts

‘toward social progress, The commaists, Colomel Arbenz, have one

: objective: to oppose all that signifies progress, because they are
‘ forced to spread misery im the countries which they plan to

, conquir, in order to Justify the implantatiom of their systems,

[ This you fmow wery well a8 you have read much commmist literature,

1

The Communists pretend to be your friends, while they grow
strong 'under your protectior, but they are im the service of a
foreigm matiom, For this reasom, they deserve the repudiation
of the people amnd you should also repudiate them; but far from
this, we see with great sorrow that you offer them all your
support, as if they - were irdippensable for the fumctioning or
livelihood of our country, »
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sympathy of the democratic world with the
...& to _

oliminate those bad elements that only cause difficulties amd

loss of prestige for you and your govermment, It 1is alao tine,
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my democratic faith, You, Codomel Arbemz, could see to 5t that

Guatemalam, is issuisg appeals to the people to begii the
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Colonel Arbemz, for you to roctify your positiom amd guide the
country toward progress, but om firm bases that may rostors .
the faith of our pecple, lost qurimg the last few years, -

I, Colonel Arbeas, was a militant, fixmt lime perticipant
in the revolutiomary struggles, lova'{holm, oa redlising: -
that the communists were tekinmg command of our labor movemeat
asxd were directimg it alomg paths coatrary to the interests of - -
our eountryi‘:o organiged tlie NATIONAL UNION OF FEEE WORKERS, -
wvith the £ A

) purpose of giving the mon-commmist workers'am - -
opportunity to have a free organization to which ‘they:could - " .
belomg., This did mot please the corminists which had ‘infiltrated
our governmeat, and, after a series of intrigues, Lwas oo
selzed as & common crimizmal, I wvas subjected to tortures worse
that those we bad fought against, and I was expelled from the
country, after beimg stripped of all my clothing by the police,
These abuses are committed by jackals that have infiltrated '
the public offices of the govermmemt amd who orly ecause lack

of prestige and aversion on the part of the democratic mea of
America, .

) l
A1l that I have suffered is mot sufficieat to make me lose

the political pamersgma of the coumtry is changed, directimg3hp =
movement alomg truly democratic paths amd preveating the

commmists from draggimg it down to the depths of degradatiom,

as they have tried to do up to mow. :

I' am mot the first victim, Colomel Arbems. Other mem of
democratic faith have also been victims of commmist intrigue.
You have had knowledge of some cases, :

The Communists are takimg over everythimg and everyone,
Golorel Arbemz,amd for that ieasom fear amd distrust in the -
couniry has spread, You kmow for example, that Abel Cuenca,
who ‘is mot every aided by the qualificatiom of being a.

slaughter, and yet you tolerate him, conferrimg oa

of the positioms of greatest resporsibility in the Secre
of the Guatemalam Imstitute of Social Security, “Abel ‘Cuenca,”
who is mot evem a Guatemslam, is tryimg te destroy thosccm'igy
exd the tramquility of our psmple, You have many other commu:
of this same type im your govermmemt to whom it makes no"Q4LL
that our coumtry may perish, because it 1is mot their's, mor
they bave any reasom to homor or respect it.' ’ :




‘the sacred interests of our country, mor do I believe

You maintain, Golonel Arbeas, that your govmt 1' not
commmist, Vcrywoll I sccept that it my mot be
doyoutolmtothocmmmtawhogoto oxtrmolnuaugcrng
the stebility of your govermmonmt, creating am adverse atmosphere
in the intermational world? Amd }or what resson do you comfer
the positioms of greatest respoasibllity oa those fumciiomaries
of the commmist party, scormimg the gollaboration offered by T

honest, capable and dmemtie eitizena? I cemmol be
you have axy compromise with the commmists that could

£imd yourself helpless or usable to improve your govermmemt = = o
your owr initiative. To come to this eonclusi.el Would “o Ui

. through
, be disastrous for you amd the coumtry,

 to defemd? Amd what of all the women and the thousands of .

I am well aware that whea the dictatorial gystoms
overthrown, an era of progress amd well being follomd but
carefully aad dispsssiomately examins the matiomal aimatien and
you will discover am uafortumate situatiom im the ecomomic
political and moral spheres, Amd history. Have you though% about
history, Colomel Arbesz? In your hands lies what history will say

tomorrow about your govermmeat, Would Jou like it if tomorrow's

history would say that you could have saved the coumtry but because

“of & whim or becuase he warted to remain im good favor with a T

minority of "fatherland sellers®, he let it simi into the obscuraatism
of many years? Amd your childron Colonel Arbou, vbat will they
say about this accusatior of history? .

You have im your hamds, what could be a besutiful page, but T
on your decisiom rests whether that page will be a beau “ume o
black and bloody. I hope that soom, reality will show you the Way.
I desire to ses my country free, prosperous amd happy but I will . =
mot zaldpw that prosperity, t}n% liberty to be turmed to oppressiom -~rusEe
and fear through the fault of & small group of imdividusls for whom
the word patriotism does mot have axy human signiﬁcam. # -

‘.Ifyrmshouldfall whowou]drophc-you? ¥
Colonel Arbeasz, it our cofiatry wers ° I
tfal . slanghtu- house? Would it please you to have brother
fight against trother§ that the roads be coversd with the bedies = . .. - .
and the blood of humble workers amd farmers whom you bave promiaad e

sbendoned childres im the tows amd in the comtry, imyuirimg .
as to who was the cuascofthcirmistorhzu? Mullthis ' SR
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_ a country
that do not dasm anything but gemeral repudiation?

The destinies of our country, Colomel Arbens, ‘should be in s
the hands of the Guatemalems, Im your goveranent, there are
many foreign commumists and the indigenous cam mo longer be T

considered Guatemalams, because om accepting comumish, they

have remounced their ‘mationality. We Guatemalams canm well
shape our owa future without foreign interference, or perhaps,
Colomel Arbens, you camuot do this for yourself} Perbaps .: .-~ .-

self ukable to sct due to commmist influemce?

you find your

You cam be sure that mo same Guatemalanm opposes social
legislation. We do mot oppose the Iabor Cede, mor the regime
of Social Security, mor the Agrariam Reform, What ve desire
is that social legislation be applied correctly awnd bonestly,
‘80 that it may constitute a positive bemefit for the psople amnd
not be a political arm im the hands of urscrupulous amd amnti-
patriotic people,

We Guatemalams of democratic spirit, agree that we shofild
defend the matiomal patrimony, that we would struggle te
intelligently achieve the ecomomic liberation of our country
and that the comditioms and relatioms amomg the workers im the
foreign compadies that operate im the country should be improved,
- But from this patrioéic struggle that we a1l support giving the
greatest oppositiom te the commumist party, to the other extrems
of making this patdiotic effort of the people & politieal flag e
to serve foreigm interests rather tham thoad of Guateimala, there -

1s & diametfidx] distamce,

Through fault eof the Communists, the country, far from progreasing
is go¥ng threugh am ecomomic paralisis, Maxy of our few industries
J37e beon closed, othars . find thamselves o the verge ef ‘this asd
it is for this reasom that _you have seemn thousands of Guatemalans

enemployed, without tread, limed up im fromt of ‘the Presideatial -
balcony., imd, that Colonsl Arbemz 18 the social work ef ‘the Commmists -
that surround you amd that offer you their suppert, but or seeing you
in damger will abaemdon you without amy comsideration, _ NS
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Don't ‘ybnwsoe,lc.olonol Arbenz, how your very colhboratorg
forsbode evil? ‘Dom't you ses how your primeciple fumctionaries'
take their mo out of the country because they fear s strbng

popular reaction®




You yourself, Colonel Arbenz, why do you have your family im
Switzerlamd? Is it mot true that Yyou are mot sure of what will
happea? Amd mevertheless, why do you gran such toleramce to
thoco:m;mists that m{:hoeausoofnllthoovilsthstﬂucountry
suffers .

You see how crime, disorder, amd terrorism hes imcreased ia
the last faew years... The commumists tell you that the goverament
is stromg, but mo goverammat is stromg wher it is imcapable of
keeping order im the country, ahdiless se whea its stremgth comes
a8 a result of crime and terrorism,. You cam see how your police
rob the prisdmers, assail spbres, insult and despoil openly,.

And all this cam be comsidered a democratic regime? Hoy .Colomel
Arbenz, democraecy has disappeared im Guatemala due to the influexnces
avaued it, but there is still time to retura to mormaley and to
put the democratic ship of the country back om the right course,.

Act mow, Colonel Arbenz, bsfore cur coumtry is subjected
t5 the blackest and mecst despotic dictatorship im the natiom's
history, The imtermationsl pamorama is mow umfakorable to it now
but with a little decision om your part, it could be made favarable,.
It is mever too late when there is tims, Colomel Arbsasz..

. I hope this letter gets to you through some means amd
that it pemsirgtesirom the irom ecurtaim that the commmists
have formed aroumd you.

I greot you from exile without animosity,

Ruben D, Villaboro
Presideat of the Eatiomal Union of

Fres Workers of Guatemala
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